Stitohless at Sthitches

9 all started this winter when the water lines ﬁﬂoze up fo many homes in Moosomin inc/wﬁry ours. It is now June
and there is still there nofﬁi@ coming out of the taps, not even an annoying /m’p/ So for this nasty winter to 2013~
124 we didn't have running water. ....more of a saunter .v/ump with 3 ﬂﬂffon containers hack and forth across the
yam[ We considered it our exercise [rogram and we were fortanats to have f/owiry water taps ot the store.
Sﬁowemy at the Coop frucﬁj'fop, . .that is another whole J'fow and expem’ence!

Pour a warm éeuemye, .. you can tell this J'faw is‘ﬂoinﬂ to take awhile. . ..another convoluted tale 0}[ Lori,
My weekend routine l"f/’ﬂ@ had to cﬁmye when we lost our water. For those oj[you that aven’t familiar with my

routine. . .. 9 work and have an aﬁarfmenf about 2 % hours ﬁﬂom where my home, husbhand and. ﬁ@y are, 9 g0
back and’; fom‘ﬁ every week,

9 am one of those odd women who ﬂcfuﬂ@ enjoys a@iry /aum/@,, . .the smell of the pm/ucﬁ' and 9 love my
clotheslines! Quer the years 9 have had’ many experiences at Laundromats and 9 can now add Moosomin
Laundromat to the roster, Zvery Sm‘um/ay morning, 9 il my travel cup with coffee and load the week's /aumf@
into the car and head’ for the Laundromat. WMoosomin has a /m@ new Laundromat and 9 think the owner
wants his fatrons to pay it off the first year of operation. J also feel 9 am [utting his children L‘ﬁm@ﬁ university

.. but that I8 just the wary it is and 9 am ﬂmfefu/ to have it so convenient. You do meet interesting folks at a
Laundromat! 9 had quite a few weeks of camﬁan;‘amﬁiﬁ from women that were pi‘peﬂ'nem Tﬁ@ are a breed unto
themselves, Tﬁ@ were interesting and 9 found our conversations quite fm‘cinm‘inﬂ however we had nofﬁi@ in
common but a hottle 0][ /ez‘eiyem‘ and éﬂyy af aﬁm‘y clothes, When J/wﬂiry érea&u/y came and their work fook them
elsewhere 9 mﬂ@ missed them, Tﬁey Were soon rep/ace/ with fm’mer / rancher fy e fo/@ wm‘ﬁinﬂ horse blankefs
and manure coveralls in the Jﬁecia/ machine! One morning 9 felt 9 was "Dear Helvise and / or "Fl%@y " Jwas
9tt for stain removal and matters of the heart. A sweet rosy cheeked young fellow needed advice on how to ask a
ﬂir/ out! He made no eye contactand Keﬁf on ][0/%@ his /mmp@ as my interview skills and L%omogﬁ advice
z’nc/wﬁry “protection” were in//e/ onto the fo/a@rg table, 9 am ﬁopinﬂ to cross his pm% again as 9 am curious how
he made out. No fun there!, ofust /ee/z curiosity.

When 9 jof the fimiry down to an art 9 knew how much fime, how many errands 9 could do while the machines
were running. One c;m’ez‘ morning 9 started a new ritual. . .. 9 would walk over fo \%'r/ey s Quilt Store, She has
/oue@ staff and there is often a \S’ﬁszﬁ/@ morning closs L‘aﬁi@ ﬁ/ﬂce, 9 like wafcﬁirig “newbies" become fabric
addicts! However these side trips were coy@ too but 9 do have an addiction to feed and’ my stash needed
rep/eniyﬁil?g, One morning 9 noticed a brochure for a Saskatchewan Stitches Conference in Muenster,
Suskatchewan. 9 picﬁea/ one up as 9 /eﬁ‘ the store and back at the Laundromat studied every word and class
/excm’pﬁon, 9 had'so many opﬁom' ][or classes and the J'efﬁnj sounded'so inuiﬁiy. There were 44 classes fo choose
fmm, eue@z%inﬂ, - J'ewinﬂ, éniffinﬂ, éeﬂinnen novice to expm‘, Y was to be held at an Flééey, . . whatever that is,
9 pu//e/ out my ﬂfﬂc@emy and looked at my work calender and cross oﬁ[ courses 9 a@ﬁnife@ could not

attend. . ..made a list of ”pom’é/ey " and then set it aside for a week. The next Safum/ay 9 imiuire/ if anyone af the



Quilt Sﬁop had ever attended. 9 ot great frositive responses and endorsement and then some ﬂruméﬁry as it
seemed the staff weve farm related and J'eepﬁry season often conflicted with the conference fime. 9 was “sold" on the
conference and a half dozen fat quarters, The next week 9 rejiyfe;w/ for Gelli Plate Printing.

7—‘1’71&1@ the date came and 9 headed to Muenster, SK, St Peter's ?lééey, 9t was about a four hour drive from
my work home and it was ﬂforiow' ﬁ/ay, 9 arvived mid aﬁ‘emoon and| /[amm/ the ﬂééey rather mesmerizing. 4
beautiful 4 story brick ém'ﬂlﬁry and’ many other ém’/;ﬁ@y attached and detached, . ... and the cutest bivd house
that was a rep/im 0/[ the éij brick éui/pﬁ@, an FIM@ for the birds! 9sat in the /mréinj /ofjm'f faéinﬂ in the
ambiance and discussed the in//eﬁ/ Cheesies on floor of my car with a J'c;m':ﬂm[ He was certain he could ﬁe//,v me
clean them up but 9 told him there was too much sodium content for a wee fellow like him. 9 told him about water
vetention and the UN attractiveness of swollen ankles and he scurvied off

In my mm/x{yé 9 was aé/ﬂyeﬁ/ in remﬁnﬂ the divections of which door to enter and 9 entered an almost corvect
one and’ wm'ﬂfeez‘e/ @ the receptionist who was ever so pﬂmmm‘. She  gels 100% for her customer service. She
escorted me to where 9 needed fo 90 and [ gave me a mini orientation. No doubt she fook one look at me and knew 9
wouldn't absorh compﬁ'mfea/ directions so she Kepf ifj'im/a/e, Bonus, 9 wmﬂiﬁ‘e/ with [private room with its own
washroom, 9 fﬁmgﬁf 9 would be J'ﬁari@ a room and using a common “down the hall" fﬂciﬁ@, 9 immeﬁafe@
had a flashback to the 70's s the éﬂ&é%'i"ﬂﬂﬁ/ 9 hadseen before on a friend's bed, it was rather comfoiﬂﬁry, Those of
You that have travelled with the ym/ernmenf and ﬂoﬁ‘en the ﬂouernmenf rate at hotels know all about those rooms,
Tﬁf/y are the Jﬁecim/ rooms @ the ice machine, Uemﬁnﬂ machines, elevators and should [ you ﬂef excited as you walk
down the hall of a new hotel fﬁinéi@ someone messed Mp and’ [ you are ﬂeffinﬂ a iﬂeﬂwfmﬂ room this ime and when
Intter that nyﬁf ' you “hear” that you are surrounded @ a rambunctious ﬁocﬁey team. Those Jpecia/ rooms 9 often
L‘ﬁmgﬁf were the revenge of hotel em/?/byeey &mmye;f at me fmue/ﬁnﬂ on their tax dollars!!

So here 9 am at the ?lééey, which 9stll need to Gooﬂ/e and learn more about, in a primz‘e room with two /mye
windows, one that ofeens (itis the ittle fﬁiryy that 9 i"eﬂ@ appreciafe/] and as 9 ﬂ/ﬂnce out my window my eyes
are drawn fo a smaller brick tower which my ears were introduced to cim'cﬁ@, This was the bell tower and the bells
started ringing and Ke/zf ringing ....s0 9 am fﬁinéfry this must be a fire or five dvill. 9 step out into the ﬁa//way
and met a woman who informed me it was not a fire dvill and the qm'cﬁ and /ory ringing of the bells is m/ﬁnj the
Wonks to fraver. 9 smile relieved but fﬁinéfry 9 have the Flééey ec/uiua/enf toa ﬂar/ernmenf hotel room! This
kind /m@ also assured me that the bells don't m’ry ﬂﬁ‘er Q?M hut fﬁey Ao start ear@ in the mommﬂ,

Monks. ... 9 never met one before and 9 have had very little exposure o the Catholic re@ion other than a few
funerals, So 9 am :ﬂemﬁry every brochure about the /J/ace and. enjoying the spaciousness of it. It was very majestic
with the ﬁyﬁ ceiﬁryy and euezyfﬁiry was po/iyﬁe/ clean, 9 now took the time fo read the exce//enf infarmaﬁon 9

the /ininﬂ room. . ..which of course 9 would, as 9 love food. 9 wm'ﬂreefe/ @ asmall [ group of /m/e@ and
we/comi@ ladlies who oéuiouj'@ had some ﬁiﬂ‘o;jy and bhond but ever so we/comi@ to a newcomer like my;‘eﬁ( That



group of /Mﬁeyﬂmw and. [ grew with each meal as fﬁey arvived for their classes and meal time was l"f/’ﬂ@ Jpeciﬂ/ and

social,

Supfoer was dowe and 9 didn’t have to haul or boil the water to wash the dishes, another ﬂiﬁ‘ ( [resents around
every corner at the Zlééey], .. what to do next?? 9 opz‘e&/ to 9o for a walk on the ﬂmumﬁ' and then attend the
evening 'u@iﬁ' " (9 have to Gooy/e that too). 9 find the church em'@, The foews and their arrangement aren’t
ﬂ@fﬁi@ 9 am familiar with, There is an aisle down the middle and the rows or frews which 9 learned arve called
carols as each seat is ﬁarﬁﬁoneﬁ/ off So 9am first (. as you may know 9 don't like to be late for &myfﬁi@], 9
survey the room and think if 9 sit in the middle row of the middle section of the room that should be "safe”. . . not
too conspicuous. 9sit down and in the sheles in front of me there are many many hooks, not your fyﬁim/ @mn
hooks 9 am accustomed to so 9 start remﬁ@ and’ ﬁyi@ to ﬁ’ﬂmﬂe fﬁiryy out. 9am ﬁ/eeﬁ into my second book when
in comes three Monks dressed in those brown Friar Tuck oufﬁzﬁ'/ One  younger Monk was pmﬁinﬂ another in a
wheel chair, He looked at me and his eyes ﬁo/?pinﬂ out nemﬂ@ knocked Mﬂ/aﬂ'ey oﬁ{ 9 had instant ﬁam’c. 9 had
a skirt on that 9 fﬁmgﬁf was very mpecz‘aé/e /eryz% but my blouse was sleeveless and 9 fﬁaoyﬁf OMG is this like a
WMuslim ﬁ/ace and 9 am not fo have my arms expw‘ea{/ Y/OM@ WMonk /mr@' his c0- Monk's wheel chair and heads
J'fmyﬁf for me. Very Kim@ and. c;m’e@ he informs me 9 am sitting in one of the Monks carols (that is how 9
learned the [rofer namel). 9J'wiﬁ‘@ relocate to where he directed me. What are the odds. . . 72 seats, 12 are
Jpoéen for and 9 choose one of those! 9 am sitting down in my new location and he aﬁpiﬂaacﬁey me again as he
senses 9 won't know which hook to use or what to do, Another ﬂl"f)ﬂf ex/,verience with customer service at the ﬂéé@/
Vgunj WMonk ﬂez‘x me atyﬂm’ze/ and in comes a ﬁew more Wonks, mayée a total 0][ a dozen and the service é@im’.
Yt was all quile fm‘cinm‘i@ +..8ing songie, chantie sort of service in the round, a coupé times it was almost ﬁi/y ﬁop
rap! Their turn, our turn. Zllbout 10 minutes into the service 9 fﬁabgﬁf 9 had lost my /J/ﬂce in the hook as 9
couldn't ﬁ'ﬂmﬂe out where L‘ﬁey were .., QJ'MJ'fJ'om‘ /ip yynceﬁ/ and over comes Vomy WMonk as he realized he hadn't
ﬂiuen me the correct fr9e to turn to. His carol is across the aisle and| @@ corner ][mm me 50 he can see me too welll
9am a@inﬂ OK and then fﬁey switeh hooks and 9 did a /aomﬂjoé 0/[ "fa@'nﬂ it", He éee/u miyinﬂ a hook to show
me which one to switeh to buf there are too many hooks and 9 didn 't select the corvect one, 9 nod to him ﬁaﬁ'fe@
and. g0 hack to ”faﬁi@ it" but 9  quess 9 am not joo/ atitasina coup/e minutes 9 have a Monk fmm my side of
aisle appears beside me J'ﬁowinﬂ me the book and frge 9 should loe on. This ﬁ//ow, i][ he was one 0][ the 7 p/wmrﬁ' he
would he @ﬂumpy ... he was not ﬁ/em‘eﬁ/ with me, he had a very stern and somber face. . - you could tell he was
fﬁin@'nﬂ “durlo woman can't even follow ﬂfanﬂ ", ,.ﬁofwﬂf@ he went hack to his carol and, ﬁ:ﬂ@e&/ my intelligence
to refurn! Service is over and the WMonks leave and 9]&1}1‘5’;’1‘ there a litte /o;zge;ﬂ ref/ecﬁnﬂ on my expem’ence and
thank God' immem’e@ for eue@fﬁinj,

Another litte walk and 9 ﬂef to ﬁe/ﬁ a new ﬂl"l"if/ﬂ(gdffﬁff/ﬂ&{ 9 am back in my room with a new ﬁﬂperéﬂc&
"Hutterite Kitchen”. 9 read well, fast the 9 PM lnst ringing of bells and then came the rain, thunder and
@ﬁfm‘@ storm of all storms. . ..it was beautiful .. .as the electrical storm moved on to tervorize children elsewhere,
in moved ﬁiﬂﬁ winds. 9 wasn't nyﬁf of, foor J‘/eeﬁ or ﬂaoa/y/eefz but it was p/eamnf and secare and 9 had a new
hook that 9 was rea@ enjoying. 9tis a \goo&/ read, culture, food, traditions. . it is like it was writen for me. My
world was ﬂoa/, Two /ayy fm@ away, 9 felt blessed,



Marninj comes and 9 am hack to the pﬁm’nﬂ room, /)01"1’%96, joap/ coﬁ[ee and the warm conversations af like
minded women was a ﬂrmfn‘ﬂm‘ fo the p[//zy, There was a real excitement in the air, mi/f@ res’eméﬁnﬂ the ﬁm‘ /ay
back to school in jm/e 2/

Now for class. . . there were 6 of us and 9 think three, M@ée four had attended this instructor’s classes in [orevious
years. Now that is a comp/emenf to the instructor! 9t didn't take me /m/y to understand w@ fﬁey would i V’Eﬂij'fel"
year ﬂﬂel" year with "Jackie”. Her talents are many and her instruction is so  genuine an/;‘u/yﬁorﬁue she could

write a hook "how to" about artistic adult learners, The p/p;n was to learn the pmnfn/y fecﬁnique on paper then
print onto muslin cloth and then sew 5'0mefﬁinj using the falbric you /m‘nfe/ on, 9 received my mpp@ fist" a wee

bit late ﬁ?r my ﬁ'}[m‘y/e and ogﬂm}mﬁonﬂ/,%i/ﬁ 9 still have ée/oryiryy all over the p/ﬂce, two homes, a sea can and

the L’ﬂnj church, It would have taken me a month to pm‘ itall fojefﬁer./ Fora mﬂu/mﬂ frerson, no /woé/em, 9

o/vfe/ out of the sewing component of the class. . .and 9 didn’t get detention. . .9 | got encouragement to do what 9

had mméﬂ'@ around in the m’yﬁh‘i/e of my brain.

?ny niece Quinn that some o/[ you know is J'Mpempecia/ to me, is now a young woman J'ﬁﬂri@ a home with a
“fellow we all like"! 9 have wanted to create yomez%inﬂ unique for her that involves her ﬂmn/mofﬁer ( my mother)
for awhile, Last month she and two other friends ﬁe//m/ me cater a dear friends funeral lunch and 9 had an
0pmﬁ “ah ha" moment 0][ what 9 would do, Even as a little ﬂir/yﬁe ate Ginﬂer \S’mp cookies with her
ﬂmn/mafﬁe:ﬂ, an odd cookie ][01" a little ﬂir/ fo ew’oy, ?\/fy mother would make her the extra sweet and’ mz’/@ tea
and Quivm would aé’/a her Ginﬂer Snapy acﬁ@ very grown uf like! Those cookies are fom@ renamed in our
fﬂmi@ as " Qunkers"

9 was given the ﬂiﬁ‘ of time, encouragement and the ﬁnaw[%@e and exprerience of not on@ Jackie lut everyone
around me. Tﬁey heard Quinn stories and had expem’ence and Knowﬁzﬁ@e to share with me to assist me in my
creation for Quinn, 9 had ém@ﬁfﬂ/onﬂ a /]I"iﬂfﬂ&/ copy of the Dunker recipre and many sizes of stretched art
canvases. In my corner of the classroom I was on fire to integrate my new@ learned frrinting z‘ecﬁm’que and to
imbed the :ﬂecipe into the ﬁicfwe. When 9 was done 9 didn't think 9 was fm@ done and 9 fﬁaogﬁf 9 would
embellish it more once 9 was at home but 9 have tried a few z%inﬂy and 9 like ifj'm'f the way itis. .. J'imﬁ/e . ,j'm'f
like a ﬂaap/ home made cookie ﬁ'@ﬁ@ under cooked) and a cup 0][ tea! 9 look forwamf to when 9 jif/e itto

her. . .no doubt we'll both have a cowp/e tears as we are /weffy mm@ Tulloch ﬂirﬁ', Grandma's %ecipe and

memory will live on ﬁanji}y wherever Quinn calls home.,

When the first /ay of class was over 9 felt Mfij‘ﬁm@ awoken . . .like 9 came out of coma. 9 couldn’t shut my
fﬁa@ﬁfy off... 9 filled one of my Dollarama note hooks ufp in two /ﬁyy with notes and sketches and ﬁ/fmj’ for future
prg’ecﬁz When 9 \gof back fo W@éum this week 9 moved my kitchen table into the second bedroom and it is now
my studio (arfists have studios!), 9 have been mucﬁiry, experimenﬁry every euem’ry and 9 am sure 9 will
continue as 9 have an a//omfe;/;pace, .my studio! Did 9 mention 9 have a studio? 9 am alive and
MWARNING you myﬁf be the :ﬂeciﬁienf ofyome ﬁ'ne “hehind the /auna@ room door” or "inside the kitchen



cupéomﬂ/ " artwork created @ me. You will ofoen or close a door and shake your head in wonderment of what was
9 fﬁinﬁiry/ Yackie said 9 would look at z%injx fﬁﬁ[eren@ and she is @ﬁf, . this was ﬁfe cﬁﬂnﬂmj/

The evening s entertainment was an informal show and tell and story fe/ﬁ'@, Those who wanted COi’ljl"%ﬂfﬂﬁ/ in
the lower level where there was store ( éoogﬁf more faéric, everyone needs souvenirs!) and in an area where the bra
ma&rg classes was housed, 9mpimﬁ/ and entertained 9 was, I was Jackie's nyﬁf to Jf?ﬂﬂé/ host this event and
one of my co~ classmates, o repeater had @mgﬁf [rofects from fpast years. Stories Keﬁf coming and then
”ﬁ:i@émmofﬁe:ﬂ " who could em’i@ be a stand up comedian started, Lofs of authentic ﬁﬂz'eméﬁiﬁ.v were in that room
and the conversation and stories flowed. 9 was Wen@ (4 remarkable woman) who is the founder / organizer /
coordinator of the conferences said this was like ﬁomﬁ@ and| ﬁjﬁwy for women. . ...and fﬁm‘y@f it ALL One
small sometimes /mye item to note is the bras makers' class. 9 L‘ﬁinéifyou were J‘@ when you entered the class 9
am %méﬁ[ufyou are when you com/;/efe the class, ?{ppmﬂen@ there is nofﬁiry c;m’fe like Wmﬁwy your own bras
that fit you perﬁc@ is comfortable and the ﬂirﬁ are up where fﬁey 5347@ and once were! You want to show
everyone; even one 0][ the fe//owy in brown ex/yem’ence/ the exposure ma pm'f year. 7‘5@ make a p/m’n Yane white
bra first to creats the fattern /,verfecf for you and then fﬁey make one that meée éri@y out your inner sexy!
Stories of /myf bra mmﬁiry classes were most enfeiﬂfaini@. And corset maﬁinﬂ ... the most unm’mminj,
unsusprecting /m@ was the sewer of corsets. . . she was /m/e@ and has so much talent éuf/m‘f not quite the
apfrearance or demeanor ofj'omeone 9 fﬁo»yﬁf would be maﬁirig corsets! 9 Keep Jpeﬂéinﬂ 0][ the ladies af the
conference but a/;/mren@ there am and have been some men. Jf9 em/ey/roﬁpe/ comﬂec@ one of them went onto
/i@eﬁe aéyiﬂniry n Emﬂo/)e./ (9 bet he owns a /Jicnic basket!) There was one man in my residence ﬁﬂ//u/@, He
was there with his wife but he was not aﬁ‘emﬁ@ classes, 9 first fﬁooyﬁﬁ ... "let her come and have some fun without
you ... hut latter was embareassed @ my fﬁoogﬁfy and attitude as fﬁey had driven out from BC andshe was
there because he was able to éri@ her! The ﬁ'm’f morm’@ he is ﬁﬁe her \%%ﬂﬁﬂ Cm"l"yi}’lﬂ her machines and
ecim‘/zmenf and’ fﬁey sort of have this éicéeriry 5'@/6 0][ comm Mnicaﬁry like some mature cou/;/e.v a@ue/o/?/ As 9
encountered them often 9 soon got to know who sews and wears the fpants in that fam@/ We sharved breakfast on
the second mo:ﬂni@ and she came out of her turtle shell and told me about her career (as an ER nurse, looked
more like a ﬁ@ﬂb tome!) ...and her J'ewi@ that she is pm'yiomfe about. 9 soon /mf my bias and neym‘z’u@
away and admived that he émogﬁf her to mmez%inﬂ she l"eﬂ@ wanted to be part of Most of the attendees came
in @mﬁ’/ and it was /oue@ to be surrounded @ 50 many women with common intevest and caring. Not too much
/iﬁfﬁcé and sensible shoes were fren@, This was the 12 year for the conference, hats off to the founder, organizers
ete, It started with about 50 students and now is over 200 /m’fz’nﬂ for 12 p/ayy, No doubt an aiyﬂm'zﬂﬁamf

nijﬁfmare at times. A quote from their website. ., *“The Saskatchewan Stitches Conference offers creative classes
with renowned ]%re and needle work artists and attracts /mlﬂﬁcipﬂnfy ﬁﬂom across Canada who love fo sew, knit,
z/m’/f and myﬁoo& !

9Yohn, my hushand called this morm'nﬂ with the news that someone uf the street ﬁﬂom us ﬁmﬂoﬁ‘en their water
bhack this week and he is conﬁ';ém‘ that 9 will be in w’iry my own wm’ﬁinﬂ machine this weekend, 9 ﬁope itisa
joo/ ﬁ@iﬂﬂ /ay!

Lori Tulloch June, 2012



